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Friday 24th February 2017 
From Mrs May 

KS1 presented a great assembly this morning, all about British values. They taught everyone about 
democracy, mutual respect, tolerance, rule of law and individual liberty. These are big concepts and 
they did a great job. 
The newsletter today gives information about a variety of events and initiatives that Longwood is 
getting involved with, many focusing on some of these key British values. It’s good to see that we are 
practising what we preach. 
 
A Message From Our School Council Chair – Louis 
There is an upcoming competition in England, run by the Royal Mail, which asks 

for children to design a Christmas-themed stamp. The winning stamps will be 

featured on many Christmas envelopes during Christmas 2017. If your child is in FS 

upwards, s/he will have been given an entry form today, where they should draw 

their design. There are brilliant prizes for the winning family and the school. It 

would be a great honour to see a Longwood child’s stamp at Christmas. The 

deadline for all entries is this Monday (27th February). Mrs May will send off all entries on Tuesday. 

Please return your entry to school. Do not send it directly to the Royal Mail Competition. There are 

no wrong answers. Your child can be as creative as possible. Good luck! 

(Extra message from Mrs May – Please fill in your child’s name and age at the top of the entry form 

and sign where it asks you to. You do not need to fill in anything else.) 

FoL Message 

It is with regret that we have had to cancel the upcoming Quiz Night, scheduled to take place on 

Friday 24th Feb.  Due to a very low sign up, it was decided that we were unable to go ahead with the 

numbers as they were.  This is obviously disappointing not only for the committee who had planned 

the event, but also the parents that had agreed to take part.   

As a result of this we have realised that, as a committee, we need to rethink the activities we 

plan.  The primary aim of the committee is to enhance the school experience for all parents and 

children, and create events that we all want to be involved in.  Any feedback to help us achieve this 

goal would be greatly appreciated.  We can be contacted on the regular email address, which is 

fol@longwoodschool.co.uk.  Otherwise we have our next committee meeting planned for 

Wednesday 1st March.  As always this will be held in the school hall from 7.30pm and everyone is 

welcome. 

As for the rest of this term we still have 'Movie Night' to come for KS1 & KS2, as well as 'Mini Movie 

Night' for some of the younger children.  We also have a Mum's night out planned (details to follow) 

and it would be great to see as many of you as possible.  All dates are available on the newsletter. 
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World Book Day 

2nd March is World Book Day. We are encouraging all children to dress up as a character from a 

book on that day and bring in a matching book. Costumes need not be elaborate, but we 

would like the children to know who they are supposed to be. We will be celebrating 

books during the day in a whole school assembly. There will also be an inter- house quiz 

for children in FS upwards. The aim is for the children to have fun with books. 

Next week, there will be a book fair in school. There will be opportunities for everyone to 

browse the books and buy something. Your child should have a flyer in his/her bookbag 

with full details of what will be available. You are welcome to send in an order, if you 

wish to do so. 

 

From Our Events Prefects – Max and Tiana 

As some of you might know, it is Red Nose Day on 24th March. We have 

organised lots of exciting events including dressing up in red and an egg and 

spoon race at break time. The three people who are best at holding the egg 

on the spoon throughout the whole race will be awarded with a funky red 

nose sticker. If everyone could bring in £1 to help people across the UK and 

Africa, that would be very helpful. Red noses will be on sale at Longwood 

soon. Please buy yours from us. Everybody get ready because on 24th March we are going to have a 

fabulous day. 

 

RSPB Birdwatch 

During the half term break, some of the children in holiday club took part in the RSPB’s 

national “Birdwatch”. At Longwood, we spotted 4 blackbirds, 1 robin, 4 magpies, 1 

woodpigeon, 3 black-headed gulls and 2 crows. It was good fun. 

 

Easter Holiday Care 

The programme and booking form for the Easter holidays is now on the school website. Please book 

in as soon as possible, as places are limited.  

 

Young Voices DVD 

We are expecting the DVDs to arrive by 10th March. I will distribute them as quickly as I can. I know 

you are all waiting! 
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From A Mother To Another  

Many parents will remember that last year we supported the 
'From a mother to another' campaign and collected over 120 
pairs of winter shoes and boots, which were sent to Syrian 
children living in refugee camps in Lebanon.  We are supporting 
this year's campaign, which is now seeking donated outfits for 
children aged six and under.  We would be grateful if Longwood 
families could really get behind this campaign again, we know 

what a transformational difference it makes for children, who have lost their homes, their schools, 
their normality, to receive your goods.  There is a flyer attached giving exact details of how your 
donations need to be packaged, specifically each complete outfit (of nearly new clothes that you 
would be proud for your own child to wear) needs to be packed in a clear plastic bag and 
labelled.  Please do bring your donated outfits to school by Friday 24th March and we will arrange 
for them all to be taken to the nearest collection point in St Albans.  It is a brilliant campaign in 
which to involve Longwood children, so please do ask your child to help find some good quality 
clothes to make an outfit, and get involved in packing up the clothes which will next be opened by a 
family much like their own, yet living through arguably the worst conflict of our generation.  More 
information can be found at 
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=from+a+mother+to+another&client=safari&hl=en-
gb&prmd=inv&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjW7uCilafSAhVLBMAKHWoXC3MQ_AUI
BygB&biw=1024&bih=672#imgrc=JTiKjsKv3kOyWM: 
 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 27th February During the school day LKS2 Viking Day  

Wednesday 1st March 7.30pm in the school 
hall 

FoL meeting  All welcome – it would 
be great to see some 
new faces 

Thursday 2nd March During the school day Dress up for World 
Book Day 

Bring a matching book 
too 

Monday 6th March 8.30 – 3.30 LKS2 trip to Bletchley 
Park 

All children need a 
packed lunch please 

The children will be introduced to a variety of codes and ciphers that have been used throughout 
history. They will make devices for sending coded messages. The workshop will mix practical skills 
with logic and problem solving.  Travel is by coach. The cost is £23 and this will be added to your 
invoice. 

Friday 10th March 9-9.30am LKS2 class assembly LKS2 parents welcome 

Monday 13th March 9am – 3pm FS & UKS2 trip to 
Mount Fitchet Castle 

All children need a 
packed lunch please 

Mount Fitchet is a Norman motte and bailey castle and village that has been faithfully 
reconstructed on its original site in Essex. This trip will support class topics on medieval history 
(UKS2) and castles (FS). PSHE will feature too as buddy relationships are strengthened. The cost of 
this trip is £18 and this will be added to your invoice. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 17th March 9-9.30am FS and Year 6 
assembly 

FS and Year 6 parents 
welcome 

Friday 17th March 6pm – 6.35pm Mini Movie Night For all FS children 

Friday 17th March 7pm Movie Night For all KS1 & KS2 
children 

Friday 24th March All day Red Nose Day Please wear 
something red and 
bring in £1 

Tuesday 16th May Morning KS1 & LKS2 visit to the 
Discovery Children’s 
Story Centre 

 

Friday 19th May Evening Mums’ Night Out Details to follow but 
please hold the date 

Thursday 25th May Morning Gym display For KS1 and KS2 
parents – very low 
key, details to follow 

Wednesday 14th June 
– Friday 16th June 

3 days UKS2 residential trip 
to PGL Osmington Bay 

More details to follow 

Saturday 17th June 12-3pm in the school 
grounds 

Longwood Fete Open to all nursery 
and school families 
and friends 

Tuesday 27th June Morning Swimming gala For KS2 parents – very 
low key, details to 
follow 

Thursday 29th June Late morning and 
lunchtime 

Preschool sports day All parents and friends 
welcome to watch 
games and share 
picnic lunch 

Thursday 29th June Lunchtime and 
afternoon 

Main school sports 
day 

All parents and friends 
welcome to share 
picnic lunch and 
watch games and 
races. Prize giving at 
3.30. 

Tuesday 4th July 9.05 – 9.30 FT class assembly All parents welcome 

Thursday 6th July  9.05 - 9.30 FW class assembly All parents welcome 

Thursday 6th July  Evening Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All KS2 children to 
attend. Parents and 
friends all welcome. 

 


